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This year, I was granted the unique 
opportunity to virtually stage manage the 
production of Hidden Heroes presentation 
of dramatized narratives from distinguished 
members of the LMU community. Due to the 
pandemic, this year’s production of Hidden 
Heroes presented some new 
and exciting challenges. Since 
we could not meet in person, 
the show was transformed into 
an entirely remote production. 
Each actor was tasked with 
essentially creating their 
own at-home film studio to 
perform their piece which, as 
we discovered, is no easy task. 
Creating this production on a 
zoom platform inevitably made communication 
and logistics more difficult. However, despite 
the obstacles of a virtual format, the hard work 
and talent of the Hidden Heroes team prevailed, 
and we are so proud to put a spotlight on these 
heroes’ stories. 

This year’s honorees are Judy Vaughan, CSJ, 
Founding Director of the Alexandria House; John 
Flaherty, Director of Liturgy and Music at LMU; 
Efren Chavez, a leader of LMU’s recycling team; 
Darin Earley Ed.D., Director of LMU’s Family of 
Schools; and Christine Nangle-Koehl, Associate 

Director of Campus 
Ministry. 

The most fascinating 
thing that I learned from 
this year’s Hidden Heroes 
production was that, most 
of the time, extraordinary 
people have no idea 
how extraordinary they 
are. Each Hero who was 
interviewed this year had 

some reluctance to accept the title of “Hero” 
despite each of their accomplishments and 
dedication to their community. 

Take Christine Nangle-Kohl, for example, the 
woman who established the KAIROS retreat at 
LMU, a spiritual reflection and growth opportunity 

What Makes a Hero?
by Eva Peterson ‘22, Marketing major/Theatre minor

From top right to left:  
MaryAnne Huepper, CSJ  
(Award Presenter), Stefani Mejia  
(Presentation Co-producer),  
Darin Earley and Spouse (Awardee), 
Efren Chavez and Family (Awardee), 
John Flaherty and Spouse  
(Awardee), Judy Vaughan, CSJ 
(Awardee), Christine Mary  
Nangle-Koehl and Family  
(Awardee), Judith Royer, CSJ  
(Director), Doris Baizley (Script 
Editor and Writer), Bonnie Banfield 
(Writer/Actor), Leon Martell (Writer/
Actor), ElizaBeth Ruscio  
(Writer/Actor), Lily Rains (Actor), 
Luis Selgas (Writer), Eva Peterson 
(Presentation Co-producer), Bryant 
Keith Alexander (Actor). 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday, November 19, 2020 
7pm via Facebook Live 
Justice and Spirituality on Screen: 
Powwow Highway

Tuesday, January 19, 2021 
7pm via Facebook Live 
Justice and Spirituality on Screen: 
Do the Right Thing

Tuesday, February 2 - Thursday, 
February 4, 2021 
CSJ Center 2021 Symposium – 
Faces of Justice: Listening,  
Discovering, Transforming

March (day TBA) 
Undergraduate Research  
Symposium - Social Justice in  
Action: Service and Engaged  
Learning Experiences
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The CSJ Center for Reconciliation 
and Justice will host its annual 
symposium in February showcasing 
an array of sessions with justice as the 
fundamental theme. As we near the 
end of such a pivotal year in history, 
the symposium aims to set a stage for 
all interested in listening, discovering 
and responding as we all continue our 
journey toward transformation within 
ourselves and as part of our commitment 

to our community.
The symposium includes sessions 

on the examination of hatred, restorative 
justice, voting rights, anti-racism and 
mental health to name a few. We 
will host our Justice and Spirituality 
on Screen series with a special 
American trial clip night. Additionally, 
undergraduate students from Voices 
of Justice, an engaged learning course 
in the theatre department, will feature 

dramatized narratives from residents 
of the Alexandria House (transitional 
housing for women and children) and 
administrators, healthcare workers and 
COVID-19 survivors from Providence 
St. Joseph Health. For updates on 
featured sessions and schedule, visit our 
symposium event page at www.lmu.edu/
csjcenter.

for students. In her time at LMU, she has 
helped countless individuals overcome 
hardships and renew their faith. She 
has been a beacon of support and non-
judgmental acceptance for students 
and has raised amazing children of her 
own, but she could not comprehend why 
someone would want to write a story 
about her. 

As I heard from the writers of each 

Hero’s piece, I noticed they all had a 
similar response to being nominated 
and recognized publicly this way --  
humility. I was impressed but confused 
by their humble attitude towards their 
accomplishments. It seemed as if no 
matter what they achieved, they would 
always be striving to improve themselves 
and the lives of those around them. I 
suppose that the quality of a true hero is 

the constant desire and drive to grow as 
human beings and to help others to do 
the same. It is clear to me that this year’s 
nominees are all exceptional role models 
for the LMU community and beyond, and 
each of their stories has inspired me to 
do more for my community as a student 
at LMU. 
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CSJ Center 2021 Symposium 
Faces of Justice: Listening, Discovering, Transforming
By: Stefani Mejia



When I think about an apt title for this 
article on Jean Pierre Médaille, the opening 
phrase of Sr. Anne Hennessy’s dissertation 
immediately comes to mind: In Search of 
a Founder: The Life and Setting of Jean-
Pierre Médaille, S.J. Founder of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph. I like Anne’s title because it 
serves as a reminder that Médaille’s life 
and spirituality unfolded over time. His 
life story and writings were not easily 
accessible because many documents 
were destroyed or hidden as a result of 
wars and the French revolution. It was the 
post - Vatican II call for religious to study 
their history and founders that garnered 
resources and individuals who dedicated 
themselves to the challenging task of 
searching for documents that would help 
us connect deeply with our founders and 
their spiritual legacy. We continue to be ‘in 
search’ of Médaille’s wisdom that guides 
and calls us on mission as we plumb the 
depths of his life and writings for us today. 
In light of our celebration of Ignatian 
Heritage Week, it seems appropriate to 
share something about this Jesuit who 
is significant in the development of our 
charism and spirituality. I hope it will be 
helpful to subsequent articles that will 
touch on the six women who co-founded 
our congregation and the teachings and 
writings by Jean-Pierre Médaille that 
influenced them.

Now for a few insights about 
Médaille. He was born on October 6, 1610 
in Carcassonne, France into a relatively 
economically secure family that was 
deeply religious. His early childhood 
education was with the Jesuits in his 
hometown. Not quite sixteen and during 
the time of the plague, he entered 
the Jesuit Novitiate (early period of 
formation) in Toulouse, France 
and became friends with Jean-
Francoise Regis (known to us as 
St. John Francis Regis) because 
of ideals they held in common: 
contemplative prayer and profound 
desire to serve the poor. Both 
were very aware of the suffering 
of those around them. All through 
his formative years Médaille’s 
spiritual guides and superiors 
noted the depth of his spirituality 
and intellectual gifts. In his first 
assignment as a young priest, 
Médaille worked to organize men 
and women into groups to minister 
to the sick, those in poverty and 
in prison. Many of those engaging 
in this work emerged from the 
Sodalities dedicated to Mary and 
the Confraternities – both of which 
nourished the spiritual life of the 
members and called them to serve 
others in the spirit of the Gospel.  

During all of Médaille’s assignments 
from 1637-1649, he was growing in 
virtues and gifts that continued to 
prepare him for the particularly unique 
work of gathering women into ministry 
who desired to serve people in dire 
straits that were family, friends, and 
neighbors around them. Jean Pierre 
Médaille was a gifted listener, observer, 
and inclusive in sharing the Gospel 
mission. He was an example of the 
discerning disciple. He served with zeal 
and enthusiasm. He looked to others 
to serve with him. He was just the kind 
of person to call together those first six 
women to engage in a groundbreaking 
community of service and to stand with 
them even though their lives would be 
at odds with what was normative for 
women in religious life at the time. 

As I close this brief introduction to 
Médaille, what about him grabs your 
attention?

How might being a good listener 
help you to make quality decisions and 
even courageous ones?

Next time: Part 3 The First Six Women 
Serving the ‘Dear Neighbor’…

 Jean-Pierre Médaille, SJ
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CSJ 
Spirituality 
Corner
Part 2

In Search of a Founder…

by  
MaryAnne Huepper, CSJ



CSJ Center for Reconciliation and Justice
Loyola Marymount University
University Hall, Suite 2000
1 LMU Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90045

https://academics.lmu.edu/csjcenter/

The CSJ Center continues to affirm our intention not 
to develop new programming and projects but to create a 
space and the encouragement for members of the University 
to come together around important issues: to listen to the 
needs, to open dialogue around these needs and, when 
appropriate, to encourage action that addresses these in a 
collegial way. The annual Spring symposia are an example 
of this mission put into practice. Fortunately, the pandemic 
has not kept us from our mission or from the collaborative 
process of promoting it. 

The Center has striven to expand on-campus 
partnerships with Colleges, Departments, Center/Institutes 
as well as Administrative and Student Affairs Offices. We have 
worked with campus faculty, staff, students, administrators, 
alums from LMU and with the Law School. Over the past few 
years, the Center has extended outreach into the greater Los 
Angeles community, seeking partnerships with social justice 
agencies such as the Alexandria House (Transitional Housing 
for Women and Children); Homeboys and SPY (Safe Place 
For Youth); CAST (Human Trafficking) and The Francisco 
Homes (Restorative Justice).  

Fortunately, the pandemic has not slowed us down in 
terms of community outreach. In fact, it opened a door to 
a new partnership with our health system, Providence St. 
Joseph Health, and their Mission Leadership Institute. This 
new partnership engages us with the Institute, allowing us 
into the lives of administrators, caregivers and survivors of 
the pandemic as they attempt to deal with both the practical 

and personal demands of a new health care reality. 
The first project to grow out of this new partnership with the 

Mission Leadership Institute provides students in the Voices of 
Justice Theatre course - one of the engaged learning courses 
the Center co-sponsors - the chance to meet with, interview, 
write and perform the stories of 10 caregivers/survivors from 
across the network of Providence St. Joseph Health. It has 
been an eye-opening experience for the students who, along 
with guided research into the issues of the pandemic, health 
ethics and practices, have gained a deeper understanding 
of the complexities of healthcare. They are not only learning 
statistics and analysis but the personal effect of these on the 
lives of people on the medical front line.                                                                                                             

This project has once again renewed my belief in the 
power of the arts, and especially the storytelling arts, to move 
us quickly and deeply to better understanding, empathy and 
action.  

A recording of the final presentation of these stories will 
be included in the Center’s February 2-4 symposium. Mark 
your calendars and watch for more specifics about time and 
virtual registration.   

We are grateful to Martin Schreiber and Rosie Perez, our 
new community partners at the Mission Leadership Institute, 
as well as the generous people they have introduced us to, for 
their generosity in allowing us to share in some small way in 
their important work. 

We plan another project for Spring 21 with their leadership 
trainees. Watch for more news about that in the Spring.
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 CSJCenterLMU        @csjcenter_lmu

Letter  
From the
Director
By  
Judith Royer, CSJ


